
Spotlight on the Census 

The role of Early Childhood Educators in Counting All Kids 

According to "Counting for Dollars," a project of George Washington University's Institute of Public Policy, around 

300 federal programs will use 2020 census data to allocate $160 billion a year on programs that help kids.  

Research has shown that historically, young children have been missed in census counts.  “Counting for Dollars” 

estimated that Delaware has lost over $5 million a year in programs that help kids (Medicaid, CHIP, foster care, 

adoption assistance, and a portion of the child care block grant) since the 2010 Census undercount. At KIDS COUNT 

in Delaware, we focused our 2019 Fact Book on the importance of counting all kids this census year; visit the 

resource to prepare for Census Day on April 1st.  

As Early Childhood Education providers and advocates that have facetime with families daily, you all have a 

valuable role in making sure all kids are counted for the 2020 Census. As per their “Count All Kids” campaign, the 

Partnership For America’s Children conducted message research to publish “Why we need specific strategies to 

count young children,” which details the verbiage that will be most powerful in ensuring a complete count for 

2020.  

• The message research showed that people are much more likely to fill out the census in a holistic manner 

(taking into account their entire household) if they know they can fill out the census in their own 

timeframe, that it only takes about 10 minutes to accomplish the task, and that the whole process is  

accompanied by a privacy guarantee.   

• Additionally, 82% of people surveyed during the Partnership’s message research said knowing that 

“counting your young children in the census means your local schools will get more funding for your 

children” is one of the most persuasive messages calling parents to fill out the census. Furthermore, since 

the census happens only once every ten years, if we miss someone in the count- a two-year-old for 

example- the negative effects of that mistake will be felt for a decade; most of that kid’s childhood. 

• In conclusion, a powerful impact statement showing the overall social impact of the census often yields 

very positive results: census data will help local government plan for the future and determine where 

$800 billion a year in federal funding goes, including the funding of medical services, WIC, child care, 

public schools, public transit, and low-income housing. 

Keep these strategies in mind to #countallkids this census year.  The mixed media resources that follow can be 

used in discussions with children and families to talk about who counts in the census and the value of the census. 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware will share more handouts and other distributable resources as they become available. 

Thank you in advance for talking with your parents, caregivers, and guardians and having those important 

conversations towards success. By taking action, you are helping better outcomes for children across the state and 

nation.  Visit KIDS COUNT in Delaware to learn more. 

Mixed media resources: 

• Statistics in Schools (Census.gov, for use by children in Pre-Kindergarten) 

• Household Living Scenarios: Who Counts Where? (Census 2020 guidance from Advocates for Children of 

New Jersey) 

• 2020 Census Integrated Communications Campaign (a multitude of videos regarding the census in a great 

variety of languages and appealing to various cultures) 

• Who to Count (2020 Census Integrated Communications Campaign (English language)) 

• Kids Talk (2020 Census Integrated Communications Campaign (Spanish language)) 

• Understanding Who Was Missed in the 2010 Census (published by the Population Reference Bureau with 

Bill O’Hare) 

http://udspace.udel.edu/handle/19716/24098
https://countallkids.org/
file:///C:/Users/eplynch/Downloads/•%09https:/countallkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Why-we-need-specific-strategies-to-count-young-children.pdf
file:///C:/Users/eplynch/Downloads/•%09https:/countallkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Why-we-need-specific-strategies-to-count-young-children.pdf
https://www.bidenschool.udel.edu/ccrs/research/kids-count-in-delaware
https://census.gov/schools?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=branded&utm_content=general&utm_term=statistics%20in%20schools
https://acnj.org/downloads/2020_01_05_census_living_scenarios_who_should_be_counted_where_eng.pdf
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2019/2020-census-integrated-communications-campaign.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFmgSSyqPqg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVyfvMdEtsE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.prb.org/understanding-who-was-missed-in-the-2010-census/

